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lclca”g, clucstions and discussion will arise na’cura”9 in your group as you dig dccper into Mary’s
story and how it relates to your own. Below are some suggcsted questions to help get your group
started. However, the Holg SPirit may lead your group in another direction as you cxplorc the
concepts in Wrcstling with Wonder. Be sensitive to the SPirit and to the tender Placcs in the life

and cx[:)cricncc oFgour group as you wrestle to discover His wonder togcther.

Introduction

) Have you ever come to a Place in your life where you feel undone, like
3ou’re amess, and everything’s gone wrong? Share about a time when you

didnt know if you could goon.

2) Have you ever, like Cain, felt rejectecl either bg God or by Ot"le‘S for

SOITICtI’HnggOU ve dOI’]C?

3) On page 16, the author asks, “What if [God’s] favor includes Pain,
Povertg, SOrTOw, and even death?” Does this cluestion cl’aa”enge the way you

think about being favored bg God?
4) What is most surPrising to you about the t}‘sought of being like Mary, of her

journeg as the mother of Christ being similar to 9ourjourneg with God? How
do you Feel as you Ponder tl‘xe t]ﬂoug}‘nt o1C sl’xaring herjourneg?

Wrcst/thg with Wonder Discussion Questions for Groups 1



CHAPTER 1. Unexpected lnterruptions

1) Describe a time or situation where your Plans were interrulated.
2) I God were to interrupt your Plans or dreams wi’cl'a sometlﬁing ’cl’xat seemed
extraordinary, what would be your resPonse’? What would you have to overcome

in order to follow Him?

3) Wl’xa’c do you think it means for you Persona”y that you are favored?

CHAPTER 2: Blessedness Redefined

1) When you were a c}‘nild) what did it mean for youto be blessed?

2) Do you think Mary, at this time in ['lerjoumey, understood blessedness? What

was }'ICT' understa ﬂdll’lg?

3) Wl’xa’c does it rea”g mean to be blessed? W}‘na’c does it mean for you Personallg?

CHAPTER 3: Rough Journegs

1)) What do you think were Mary’s emotions when she was told bg Joseph that
theg hacﬂ to make thejourneg to Betlﬂlelﬂem?

2) Have you ever had to o@ ’cl’:roug}‘n ajourneg that goujus’c didn’t understand?

3) What does this tell you about God and how he treats his favored ones?

CHAPTER 4: Life in the Barn

1 W]ﬁg didn’t God Provide a safe, clean Place for them to stay in Bethlehem?
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2) Have you ever encountered God ina strange Place?

3) After reading this chapter, why do you think Jesus was born in a barn?

CHAPTER 5: Embracing Mystery

) What was so mgs’cerious about the shepnerds’ visit that caused Marg to

Ponder?

2) What is the most mgsterious thing about God in your life? Are there

exPeriences that Houjus’c don’t understand?

%) What does it mean for you to wrestle, wait, and wonder?

CHAPTER 6: The Sou|~Piercing Sword

1)) Marg is beginning to learn what it means to be hignlg favored. What do you
suppose sne felt wnen Simeon told her that sne was to be Pierced? Do you tl‘uink

she knew this meant 5u1c1cering?

2) Was there a time in your life when you exPerienced suﬁcering? Did you

encounter God?

3) How do you reconcile the idea that Mary’s Hessing included a Piercing of her
soul, Pain and suﬁcering? How does that clﬁange the way you aPProacn sugering
in your own life? Do you think of it as sometning strange and unnatural, or

sometl‘uing that is part of God’s will for you, or sometl*n’ng else?
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CHAPTER 7: Running in the Dark

) Marlo says in this chapter “God’s goal is not saFetg or comfort, or the simPle
Patl'] to glorg. God values some’cl’:ing else. And so must we.” Do you agree? WI’\H
or whg not?

2) What is it that you think he values more than our sawce’cg and comfort?

3) Have you ever felt like you were in exile? Do you think there was a purpose to

that time of exile?

CHAPTER 8: Not Why but Who

1 if Youarea Parent, have you ever temPorarilg lost your child in a store or

amusement Park? How did you feel?

2) Have you ever ha& a Prayer t}‘na’c wasjust not answered ina way you could
accep’c or understand? OR Have you ever asked God the famous “WHY?”

question? What was His answer?
3) Marlo says, “All the answers to ‘whg’ will not satismcg the |onging in our souls.

But God’s answer of ‘who’ satisfies us with wonder.” What does this mean? Do

you agree? Wlﬂy or wlﬁg not?

CHAPTER 9: The Fine Art of Waiting

D Is there anything in your life that God has made you wait for?

2) What do you think is the hardest Par’c about waiting for God to fulfill His

Promises?
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3) What was the result of having to wait? Was it similar to Mary inthat it required

submission to Christ or some other major cl’uange?

CHAPTER 10: Gocl, Have You Lost Your Mind?

) When you look back on gourjourneg of 1Caitl1, were there any expectations
about God that He shattered?

2) What should we do when God doesn’t appear to be what we exPec’c’? What

s]’nould we exPect?

3) In your life rig}‘nt now, where is God ca”inggou to leave your exPectations at

the door and come sit at His feet to listen and learn?

CHAPTER 11: When Nightmares Come True

) Reﬂect on atime when God dld not answer your Prayer in tlﬂe way you wan’ced.

Magbe He said “NO.” Magbe He was silent. Describe your geelings and thougl‘:’cs.
2) Have you ever exPerienced atimein your life when you Praged and Praged
and t}‘ningsjust got worse and worse? If so, how do you reconcile the idea of

God’s love for you with these kinds of exPeriences?

2) Marlo says that God’s main concern is to build us into Christ’s image —notto

take away our Pain or nigh’cmares. Do you agree? W}‘na’c does ’cl’xis mean to gou?

CHAPTER 12: He Still Cares

) Remember a time in your life when you felt most distant from God. In the midst

of this time, do you think He was caring for you? How so7?
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2) Have you ever exPerienced the care of God tl‘urough others c]uringa ditficult

time? Describe what that care looked like and how you knew God was caring for

QOU.

%) The next time you feel alone and Forgotten) what can you do to remind

goursehc that Jesus does indeed see you, and does care for you?

CHAPTER 1%: In the Dark

) Have you ever experienceé total darkness...litera”g? Have you ever
exPerienced sPiri’cual darkness, where notlﬁing made sense, where you could not

see, hear or understand ang’cl’xing? Share how you felt &uring those times.

2) W}‘ng is it that God can do His most imPortant work in our lives during times of

clarlmess?

3) Are you Facinga time of darkness now? What insight from this chapter do you
find most I’lellmcul as you kneel in your dark time?

CHAPTER 14: breaking and Remaking

1 There is no greater tragedg fora person than to exPerience the death of their
child. Mary exPerienced this ultimate sorrow. How do you think Jesus’ death
broke her? what do you think she thought about being favored during the next
three dags?

2) Tocﬂag) we know much more than Marg did about how Jesus’ death was
inFinitelg imPortant and part of God’s Plan for salvation. Looking baclc, we
understand things she could not have understood or grasped at the time. How
does this I’]elP us when we are going tl‘urough times of breaking that we can’t make

sense of?
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3) When we exl:)erience death-like breaking, how can we know that God can re-

malce us?

CHAPTER 15: A Shocking Transformation

) lmagine Marg’s awe when she encountered the risen Christ. Trg to describe
her wonder in those moments. Have you ever exPerienced a moment of awe and

wonder t}‘na’c drew you to God?

2) Has there been a situation in your life where you have exPerienced
resurrection-like transformation of something that was dead? A time where a
hoPe or dream has died, but God has altered your Pa’ch to something incredible,

sometl‘uing new, something amazing? i so, share with your group.

%) How does the testimong of other group members l’lClP you to face any current

5trugg|es with death-like circumstances in your life?

CHAPTER 16: The Wonder of His Love

1 Loolcing back on Marg’sjourneg, how would you describe her being l’xig]ﬁlg
favored? what do you think that means for her?

2) Howdo you relate with Marg or herjoumey? What Place in herjourneg do you
think you are right now?

%) Knowing now what Marg had to encounter, would you have said “ges” back in

chap’cer 1?7 Knowing what you Persona”y may exPerience with a life in Christ in

your Future, will you say “365?”
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CHAPTER 17: Egcwitness and Servant

D As you reflect on the life of Marg — all of her exPectations, exPeriences,
SOIrOwWs, andjogj how would you describe this resurrected, Iiving God that she

served?
2) W}‘na’c is your own Personal response to this God of the unexpec’ced?
3) i you were to sit down with Luke and give an “egewitness account” of your life

with Christ, what highlights would you share with the world and the generations to

come”?
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